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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0327 

E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, PINS, ET, US 

SUBJ: COMMENTS OF YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR ON ATTITUDES 
OF EPMG 

1. YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR VOJINOVIC, WHO IN OUR OPINION 
ENJOYS EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH THE PRESENT ETHIOPIAN 
GOVERNMENT, TOLD ME YESTERDAY HE IS CONFIDENT THAT IT 
CURRENTLY HAS EVERY INTENTION OF REMAINING WITH THE US 
AS ITS PRINCIPAL SUPPLIER OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE. HE 
ALSO SAID HE CONSIDERS IT HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT ETHIOPIAN 
SOCIALISM WILL DEVELOP IN SUCH A WAY AS TO PRODUCE AN 
IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT OF SERIOUS DIMENSIONS WITH THE US. 

2. VOJINOVIC BELIEVES THAT THE MAJOR US FUTURE POLICY 
PROBLEM IN RELATION TO ETHIOPIA MAY WELL BE ERITREA. 

HE THINKS IT POSSIBLE THAT WARFARE OF MAJOR DIMENSIONS 
WILL BREAK OUT THERE AND THAT THE EPMG WILL NEED LARGE 
QUANTITIES OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION FOR THIS CAMPAIGN 
(CF ADDIS A-251). IF THE US REFUSES TO COOPERATE IN THIS 
REGARD, THE EPMG WILL HAVE FAR MORE INCENTIVE THAN AT 
PRESENT TO TURN TO THE SOVIETS OR THE CHINESE FOR ARMS. 
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BE ENGAGED IN AN INDIRECT STRUGGLE AGAINST NUMEROUS 
ARAB COUNTRIES, INCLUDING SAUDI ARABIA AND KUWAIT. 

3. WITH REGARD TO LAND REFORM, AMBASSADOR VOJINOVIC 
THOUGHT THAT THE EPMG HAS NOT YET FINISHED ITS WRESTLING 
WITH THIS DIFFICULT ISSUE. SERIOUS CONSIDERATION IS STILL 
BEING GIVEN, HE SAID, TO NATIONALIZING ALL LAND AND TO 
INTRODUCING LARGE STATE FARMS. AMBASSADOR VOJINOVIC 
CONSIDERS THAT THIS IS FAR TOO RADICAL A PROGRAM FOR 
ETHIOPIA AT THE PRESENT TIME AND THAT ATTEMPTS TO IMPLEMENT 
IT MIGHT WELL CAUSE CIVIL WAR. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HIS GOVERNMENT HAD STRONGLY DISAPPROVED 
OF THE EXECUTIONS OF NOVEMBER 23 AND HAD EMPHASIZED THIS 

TO THE EPMG. HE ALSO REMARKED, AS DID RECENTLY A SOVIET 
EMBASSY OFFICIAL, THAT CONDITIONS IN ETHIOPIA ARE SO 
PRIMITIVE THAT REAL SOCIALISM COULD NOT BE ESTABLISHED 
HERE FOR MANY YEARS. 
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